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Altruism – the selfless concern for others is real. Let’s start with Jesus. Jesus really died. Why? Not 

so much because he was a revolutionary in religious circles, but because he loved people so much that it 

was offensive to others. The ancient historian Josephus (who wasn’t a Christian) said this: “Now there was 

about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him {merely} a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a 

teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the 

Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him 

to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as 

the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of 

Christians, so named from him, is not extinct at this day” (The Antiquities of the Jews 18:3:3).  

What about Christians today? There are Christians in other countries that, in the midst of extreme 

persecution and martyrdom, can still incessantly show so much love that seems unreal to the Western 

mind. Those in Communist jails can give their last and only daily ration of bread to a complete stranger in 

jail. Other Christians in Egypt risk their lives trying to fellowship with and provide for the needs of poor 

Christians in their country. Still others in India risked their lives preaching about Jesus and providing for 

the physical needs of lepers – the outcasts of society who have no chance to work. Altruism exists with 

those who believe in the God of the Bible. On the contrast, it is those who are materialists who are 

compassionless. They are often the people that persecuted the Christians in Communist Russia. Richard 

Wurmbrand gives account of his experience in a Russian jail: “I often asked my torturers, „Don‟t you have pity in 

your hearts?‟ They usually answered with quotations from Lenin: „You cannot make omelets without breaking the shells 

of eggs,‟ and „You cannot cut wood without making chips fly.‟ I said again, „I know these quotations from Lenin. But 

there is a difference. When you cut a piece of wood it feels nothing. But here you are dealing with human beings. Every 

beating produces pain and there are mothers who weep.‟ It was in vain. They are materialists. For them nothing besides 

matter exists and to them a man is like wood, like an eggshell. With this belief they sink to unthinkable depths of 

cruelty” (Wurmbrand 35-36). 

In summary, altruism exists with those who love God and people, but materialists aren’t devoted to 

altruism because the life a human and the life of a battery are the same.      


